Pet Gazette

Microchip Month is Here

Hurricane season is upon us, are you prepared? Animal
Care Center, Best Care Animal Hospital, and Country Oaks
Animal Hospital are offering discounted microchips during
the month of July.

Microchips are essential for your pet’s safety, this small
little chip can save a pets life. If your pet is separated
from you and your family during a disaster of any kind,
the chances of being reunited are far greater with this
permanent identification in place.

Having your pet microchipped only takes about 5 minutes.
When you bring your pet in for his microchip appointment
you will have to fill out a short information sheet. We will
handle the registration for you at no charge. You will
receive a notice in the mail stating that your pet is
registered; your pet will have this microchip for life.

If you have questions regarding appointments or
microchipping your pet feel free to call one of our three
hospitals for further information.

Animal Care Center: 727-376-7600

Best Care Animal Center: 727-846-8899

Country Oaks Animal Hospital: 727-857-9977

Kiki Diemer has her own microchip!!!

Adonis A Christmas Miracle

In July of 2006 | boarded my dogs at Animal Care
Center. | told the girls at the front desk | was moving
to North Carolina, they immediately asked me if |
wanted to have the microchip inserted in my pets. My
reply was | did not want a chip in my pet. | just did not
like the idea of it; they took the time to explain that |
was taking them to unfamiliar and wide-open territory
and that they could get lost. As even the best-behaved
dogs do wander away from home. They explained that
many pets are lost each year and if they do not have
the chip the odds of them ever returning home are slim

to none. | was also informed that it was “microchip
month” and they had a special promotion going on for
hurricane season. After | was informed about the
benefits, | said yes. When | picked up the dogs two
weeks later | was given ID papers for each dog, |
thanked the staff and was on my way to

North Carolina. Needless to say after only one month of
living there my pride and joy, a pure bred German
shepherd, chased a deer through the woods and
apparently lost his way back home. | immediately called
the hot line on the papers I received when | had them
chipped. | was assured that if he was found and was
taken anywhere that pets are cared for such as the
ASPCA, a vet's office, or even to a pet store, that they
would scan the dog between the shoulder blades where
the chip is and they would find me. Three months went
by no one answered my newspaper ads, or called the
number | had on the many posters hung in store
windows and telephone poles. Heart broken and home
sick I returned to Florida. | tried to get back to my
every day routine; in my heart | knew he was still alive
and well. Christmas came and | had no holiday spirit,
my other two dogs were sick, one stopped eating and
the other moped around all day. | don't know if it was
because | was sad or because they missed their big
brother. Then two days after Christmas | was at work
and my cell phone rang. The voice on the other end of
the phone introduced her self as the vet tech at the
Animal Care Center in Fayetteville, North Carolina; she
asked if | was the owner of a German shepherd named
Adonis. | couldn't speak for a moment, | was afraid
that she would tell me something horrible had
happened to him and that she regretted to inform me.
But to my total disbelief she said some one found him
and called the phone number on his county tag from
Florida, but because | had moved that phone was
disconnected. The family that found him lived only
seven miles from me but on the other side of the
woods. They did not see the posters it seemed and did
not know about microchips. They decided that since
they would be keeping the dog they needed to take
him in for a check up and see if they could get
something to make him eat as he was home sick and
did not eat more then enough to keep him alive. When
they explained to the vet how they came to find him
the first thing the vet did was check him for cuts and
ticks. The very next thing was to scan his shoulder
blades where the chip is located. When my name and
phone number came up they called right then and
there. Trembling and crying, my boss ran over to see
what was wrong, | explained what had happened and
she said "Wow | have never met anyone who was
blessed by a Christmas Miracle before." We both cried
and than she said "go bring your boy home”. As soon
as | got myself together | headed straight to N.C and
brought him home!




Summer time is here! This means backyard barbeques,
family get togethers, summer rain showers, and
fireworks. To the average human, the 4" of July is filled
with fun and FIREWORKS. To the average dog,
fireworks can be an annoyance, but, to a dog that has
a fear of loud noises; the 4™ of July can be terrifying.
The loud sound of the fireworks can frighten your dog
or cat and cause them to do things like jump through
windows, run through open doors, hide, or even act
aggressively towards their owners.

Dogs and cats should be kept indoors during the 4" of
July. They should be kept in a room of the house with
no windows and have a safe place to hide. The safe
place should have free access, so your pet does not
feel trapped. You can also play soft music to try and
calm your pet.

Remember, your pet is not spoiled or being bad
they are just scared.

There are things that we can do to help our
pets through this seemingly scary time:

1. Never cuddle or try to comfort your pet during the
festivities. Doing this will make your pet more afraid
because we are reinforcing the fearful behavior

2. Play soft music during the fireworks
3. Play your pet’s favorite game

4. Have a training session. Teach your pet a new trick
giving her lots of praise and treats.

5. Stuff a puzzle toy with peanut butter, cream cheese
or even a favorite treat

6. Have a safe place for your pet to go. But remember
not to ever lock your pet in his safe place. Always leave
an exit.

7. If you see your pet start to get worried during the
fireworks try to redirect his attention onto something
positive to keep his mind off of the loud noises

8. Do not set off fireworks near your house.

These are just a few tips to help before and
during fireworks. Some dogs may need
medication because they are so afraid that they
become destructive, aggressive, or just so
panicked that they may harm themselves trying
to escape the noise.

If your pet has a noise phobia and you think that
you and your pet need help during the 4™ of July,
please contact your veterinarian before the
holiday. Your veterinarian can let you know if
your pet needs medication or if you both need a
behavior modification program.

Coolee Schafer doing his part to help firework
phobia dogs! (He also has a microchip!)




Is Fido Taking You For a Walk?

Does this sound familiar? You are walking your dog; he
is on his two back feet, with his front feet waving in the
air, tongue hanging out, choking and gagging him self.
Have you tried choker collars and prong collars and you
still feel like a human kite flying behind your dog? Well
you are not alone. This is one of the most common
training problems owners encounter. But we may have
a solution for you, there are two products that can help
you walk your dog with out him pulling you and
choking himself. The Gentle Leader and Easy Walk
Harness made by Premier Pet Products.

The Gentle Leader is a harness for your dog’s head; it
works under the concept that “the body will go where
the head goes. The Gentle Leader has a snout loop that
goes around your dog’s nose and a second loop that
wraps around the back of you dogs neck. This neck
loop does not cause your dog to choke or cough during
a walk because it is positioned above his “adams apple”
and does not put pressure on the trachea.

The Easy Walk Harness is a harness that goes around
your dog’s body. It has a martingale harness on the
chest plate in which the leash attaches. This puts
pressure on the chest when you dog pulls you, causing
your dog stop or slow down.

Easy Walk
Harness

Gentle Leader

Modeled by:
Riley Witfoth
Who also has a
microchip!

Pet Super Star
Daisy's story:

We adopted Daisy nearly two years ago from a rescue
organization in Tennessee. Daisy was used as a
breeder and spent the first 4 years of her life in a small
cage. When we got her she didn't know a single word
except for her name.

Daisy was a delight from the start -- so friendly and
loving -- but she was difficult to train. We would tell her
something and she would look at us with her beautiful
eyes and try to tell us that she didn't know what the
heck we were saying. But slowly, she started to learn
and the process was wonderful to watch. We would say
a word that she understood and her sweet little ears
would perk up and she would look at us and know what
we were saying and she was so proud of herself. Now
she knows several words .. like eat, cookie, bye bye,
car, bed, and a few others. She's also house trained
now and she never has accidents.

When we first got Daisy she was so used to being in a
cage that no matter where she sat she would scrunch
up her body to take up as little space as possible. It
used to break my heart to see her looking so
uncomfortable and | would try to get her to spread out
and take up as much room as she wanted. One day |
walked into the family room and she was spread out on
the couch and it brought tears to my eyes because |
knew that she knew she was finally "home" and could
stretch out and be comfortable and just be happy.

My life has been dedicated to making Daisy happy.
Last year we adopted another rescue dog and he was a
puppy and Daisy was so excited. She took over caring
for him as though he were her own baby. Till this day
she washes him from head to toe every single day and
she won't let anyone near him for fear they might hurt
him. She is such a good MaMa. | love her so much and
I'm so proud of her.

Daisy Crowe
from Animal
Care Center

A special thank you to Judi Crowe and Daisy, for
sending in this month PET SUPER STAR! For those of
Yyou that have sent pictures in of your super stars, keep
reading, your pet could be next! Please keep sending
your pictures and bios to tiffany@countryoaksah.com.
We LOVE reading them and seeing your wonderful
pets.




Dr. Riley

Welcome Dr. Riley! Dr. Courtney Riley graduated from
the University of Florida in 2007. Dr. Riley became
interested in veterinary medicine in 1992. She worked
at a local animal hospital. Were she did receptionist and
technician work. Dr. Riley was actually trained to be a
technician by Michelle, who is the manager for all three
of our animal hospitals! Dr. Riley comes to us with an
interest in Theriogenology (reproduction) and dog and
cat behavior. Dr. Riley has three wonderful Italian
greyhounds, Napoleon, Nellie, and Echo. She hopes to
have a new addition in the near future, another Italian
greyhound, who she hopes to take to dog shows and
obedience trials. Dr. Riley has a special interest in
obedience and clicker training. Dr. Riley will spend most
of her time working at Country Oaks Animal Hospital,
but will also spend time at Animal Care Center. Dr.
Riley is a sweet and energetic person we are lucky to
have her!

Anna

Anna is married and has two teenage daughters; her
extended family includes one dog-named Bowser and a
bird named Choppers. Before starting at Best Care
Animal Hospital as a technician she worked in the travel
industry for many years, which she loved. She was able
to travel frequently and has visited places like Australia,
New Zealand, and Tahiti. Traveling is one of her
favorite things to do. The travel agency she worked for
eventually closed their doors and so Anna found her
way to the veterinary field. She has been at Best Care
Animal Hospital for three years. She truly loves working
with animals. She is so happy to have learned so much
about how to take care of their medical needs in these
past years. Anna is in charge of Best Care’s adoption
program, and ALWAYS takes home foster kitties in
need of extra special care, since she is unable to have a
cat of her own. Currently Anna has THIRTEEN baby
kitties that will be available for adoption sometime in
June. Anna is a very special team member.
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WELCOME DR. RILEY!

Napoleon,

Nellie, and
Echo have
microchips
too!




